
2011
Year in Review

         Increasing awareness and engagement 
with the Pittsburgh region’s rivers and riverfronts 
through activities, stewardship and expansion 
of water and land trails.



Volunteer Stewardship
Accomplishments
	 -	� Engaged 1,563 volunteers for a total 4,689 hours 
		  of service along the Three Rivers Heritage Trail
	 -	� Continued to sustain the Trail Stewardship Program, 

monitoring the Three Rivers Heritage Trail, Three Rivers 
Water Trail and the Interpretive Signage System

Looking Ahead
	 -	� Proactively engage volunteers of all ages and abilities 
		  to offer their time and talents in the maintenance of the 
		  Three Rivers Heritage Trail 
	 -	� Pursue additional corporate partners to provide volunteers 

and help off-set the cost of program materials

Promotion of Water and Land Trails
Accomplishments
	 -	� Hosted the Pittsburgh Triathlon & Adventure Race 
		  to a sold-out crowd of 1,000 top athletes and 
		  2,500 spectators
	 -	� Successfully hosted the annual Trail Mix(er), a summer 

celebration of our rivers and our mission 
	 -	� Created an electronic version of the Three Rivers Heritage 

Trail map universal to all hand-held mobile devices
	 -	� Designed and printed an improved Guide to Paddling the 

Three Rivers Water Trail including a water proof version 

Looking Ahead
	 -	� Update the Three Rivers Heritage Trail Map and Guide to 

highlight new trail development and improvements
	 -	� Grow the Pittsburgh Triathlon & Adventure Race into a 

two day event accommodating up to 2,000 athletes from 
around the United States

	 -	� Installation of a new mile marker system along 22 miles of 
the Three Rivers Heritage Trail

	 -	� Continue to actively engage our membership and 
interested stakeholders though Facebook, Twitter, Eblasts, 
Yahoo Group and interactive web-page.

Three Rivers Heritage Trail Development
Accomplishments
	 -	� Worked closely with our partners, Allegheny County 

and Pennsylvania Environmental Council, to complete 
the Community Trails Initiative Study of 17 municipalities 
along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail alignment

	 -	� Launched the RFP process to begin selection of a firm to 
study the Ohio Riverfront for a trail corridor, connecting 
the Three Rivers Heritage Trail with the Montour Trail

	 -	� Completed the successful purchase of the Aspinwall 
Marina for the creation of riverfront park and segment of 
the Three Rivers Heritage Trail

Looking Ahead
	 -	� Complete engineering and construct a new section of the 	

�Three Rivers Heritage Trail through Hazelwood connecting 
to the Hot Metal Bridge 

	 -	� Engage the community and interested stakeholders in the 

planning and development of the Aspinwall Marina 
into a park as part of the continued development of the 
Three Rivers Heritage Trail along the Allegheny Riverfront

	 -	� Aggressively fundraise and construct the Keystone 
Segment of the Three Rivers Heritage Trail, a portion of 
the Great Allegheny Passage

Three Rivers Water Trail Development 
Accomplishments
	 -	� Designed and constructed a new access point on the 

Monongahela River at the mouth of Duck Hollow

Looking Ahead
	 -	� Begin survey and design work for several new access 

points on the Allegheny and Ohio Rivers
	 -	� Continue to engage public input as a way of fostering 
		  the development of additional access points throughout 
		  the riverfronts of Allegheny County

Board of Directors
	 President - Mark Bibro, Birmingham Foundation
	 Co-Vice President - Bob Gangewere, 
		  Gangewere Consulting 
	 Co-Vice President - Davitt Woodwell, 
		  Pennsylvania Environmental Council
	 Secretary - Judy Vernick, Quantum Leap Coaching 
	 Treasurer - Scott Yochum, Huntington

	 Tom Armstrong  
	 Andy Baechle, Allegheny County Parks
	 Darla Cravotta, Allegheny County
	 William Cross, Will Cross Motivates
	 Andrew Douglass, PNC
	 Alan Hertzberg, Judge, Allegheny County
	 Laurie Johnson, Garden Club of Allegheny 
	 David Malehorn, University of Pittsburgh
	 Judith Melvin, Bike Advocate
	 Damon Rhodes, Wilbur Smith Associates
	 Selena Schmidt, Power of 32
	 Jeff Swensen, Merging Media
	 Dave Wright, Allegheny County

Staff & Consultants
	 Thomas Baxter, Executive Director
	 Sarah Carr, Program Manager
	 Kitty Brunkhorst, Bookkeeper
	 Tom Demagall, Master Trail Steward
	 Marlee Gallagher, Development
	 Jeff McCauley, Stewardship Manager
	 Neil Semmel, Pittsburgh Triathlon
	 Steve Tanzilli, Corporate Partners
	 Sam Thomas, Trail Development
	 Amy Valenty, Bookkeeping



Trail Stewards
	 Three Rivers Heritage Trail
	 Michael Cooper
	 Richard Ferro
	 Art Flemming
	 Paul Heckbert
	 Marty O’Malley
	 Jim Martin
	 Joseph McLaughlin
	 Karen Stoddart

	 Three Rivers Water Trail
	 David Malehorn

	 Interpretive Signage
	 Brendan Wiant

Supporting our Mission
	 American Canoe Association
	 Bally Design
	 Bally Exhibit
	 Big Bang Bicycles
	 Byham Charitable Foundation
	 Café at the Lofts
	 Carl Colteryahn Dairy, Inc.
	 Century Steel Erectors
	 Clearview Federal Credit Union
	 Colcom Foundation
	 D1 Sports Training
	 Dicks Sporting Goods, Inc.
	 EQT Foundation
	 Fourth River Development, LLC
	 Fox Chapel District Association
	 GNC
	 Golden Triangle
	 Google
	 Jendoco Construction
	 L. L. Bean
	 Laurel Foundation

	 McTish, Kunkle & Associates
	 MillerCoors
	 Monongahela Valley Chapter DAR
	 Nationwide Insurance
	 Pappas, Dr. George P.
	 Pennsylvanial Environmental Council
	 Pitt Ohio Express
	 Pittsburgh Electric Boats
	 PNC Bank
	 Pro Bikes
	 REI
	 Richard King Mellon Foundation
	 River Forest County Club
	 Riverlife
	 Root Sports
	 Second Sole
	 The Coca-Cola Company
	 The Pittsburgh Foundation
	 Tyler Mountain Water

Connect With Us!
	 Friends of the Riverfront
	 33 Terminal Way,
	 Pittsburgh, PA 15219
	 P. 412.488.0212

On the Web:
	 www.friendsoftheriverfront.org
	 www.facebook.com/fotr.pgh
	 www.twitter.com/FriendsRvrFront
	 www.flickr.com/friendsriver




